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ABSTRACT

The study has been done on a sample of 240 eleventh class students of Rewari district. Thurstone's
Vocational Interest Schedule and Dr. S.P. Kulshrestha's Socio-Economic Status Scale have been
used for data collection. The executive and physical sciences related jobs have been given highest
preference by the students whereas the jobs related to artistic and music fields have been given least
preference. The socio economic status of the students influences their vocational choices to a great

extent.

INTRODUCTION

One manifest impact of democracy in India is
the explosion in the aspirations of people.
Everyone fosters high ambitions. The vocational
fields are also increasing day by day. Many
studies have been carried out to explore the
vocational choices of adolescents. Human
motives for doing a work are numerous, such as
needs, values, interests, temperament, self-
concept and socio-economic status etc. All the
studies have established that adolescents
vocational preferences are not vague or
random. Studies made by Terman and Miles
(1976), Carter and Strong (1988), Yum (1992),
Strong (1993), Kuder (1939), and Traxler and
Mc Call (1972) are important. All agree that men
tend to be more interested in physical activity,
mechanical and scientific matters, politics and
selling etc. Preference for art, music, literature,
clerical work, teaching and social work is more
characteristic of women. There is a good
consistency in their preferences and it may be
hoped that they would prefer these vocations if
their preferences and it may be hoped that they
would prefer these vocations if they have a
choice to do so. Now the question arises: why do
adolescents prefer one vocation rather than the
other? What are the motives for preferring a
vocation? How much socio-economic status
acts as influencing variable for preferring
different types of vocations?

AIMS OF THE STUDY
MAIN AIM
To find out the extent to which socio-economic

status acts as influencer for the vocational
preferences of adolescents.
SUBSIDIARY AIMS

1. To find out the vocational preferences of
adolescents.

2. To find out the hierarchy of vocational
preferences of adolescents.

3. To find out the relationship between
vocational preferences and socio-economic

status
HYPOTHESES
To conduct the study smoothly following null
hypotheses were formed.
1. The students do not have realistic vocational
choices.
2. There is no relationship between the

vocational choices of students with their
socio-economic status.
PROCEDURE
METHOD
Descriptive Survey Method of research has been
used.
SAMPLE
240 students, studying in XI class in Rewari
district of Haryana were selected for the present
study. Out of it half belonged to rural areas. Eighty
students belonged to each of the three faculties
i.e. Science, Arts and Commerce.
TOOLS
1. Thurstone's Vocational interest schedule.
Socio-economic status scale (Rural) by Dr.
S.P. Kulshrestha.
3. Socio-economic status scale (Urban) by Dr.
S.P. Kulshrestha.

*Principal, Rao Abhay Singh College of Education, Saharanwas, Rewari (Haryana)

**Research Scholar, Bhagwant University, Ajmer (Rajasthan)



Vocational choices of adolescents in relation to their socio-economic status

After data collection available data were analysed. To make the analysis more meaningful following

statistical techniques were used by the investigator.

1. Mean 2. Standard Deviation. 3. Co-efficient of correlation
RESULTS
Following tables present the results of the investigation.
TABLE 1
Showing the means and S.Ds and Areas of Preferences of total groups

5. No. AREA OF FEEFEREMCE MEAN RANK s 0
1. Ihysical Scicncos 5485 I 508
2. Biological Sciences .30 101 3.52
N Compuatational Wark 5.71 TV 403
4. Businass 4.4 w111 .97
> Execcutive Work 7.0 I 5203
&, [Parsunsive Worl 348 W11 420
. Linguistic Work 547 W 445
B. I lumamilarian Waork 517 W 4. 534
9. Artistic Worlc 301 Ix 349
. Muszic 364 X 380

TABLE 2
Showing the means and S.Ds of areas of Preferences of urban and rural students

oM AKEA OF PFREFEREMNTE Kural  Sindeois Lrbun Stadent:

N 1A T Mo WA =17
1. Thyvsical Selonecs 5092 R~ R O 5.52
el [3aloagnivn | Sasicns 5.007 577 7.9 5. 60
s Computalional Work .o A 310
4. Buzincss 457 =41 523 3.2
5. [Tmecutive Waork TN 11 TA4n 519
&, Persunsive Work 302 22 511 4.03
7. Linguistic Work A80 390 6.0) .78
. Himmamitariam Werk ERELD £.3% 500 A0
o) Artistic Work 3.52 3408 430 3.73
10, Muasic .50 533 .12 1,02
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TABLE 3
Showing Means and S.Ds of the scores of vocational preferences of the students of
different groups statuswise

AREA High Averape lonw
Mean | 5D Moan =0 Mean =1
1 Physical Seignocs f.04 4.0 6.7 519 73 5.1
2 Hiolopical Sciences 5.74 517 (.40 304 1.0 5.3
3 Compuiational Work 7.63 506 593 341 4.54 3.41
4 Business 6.25 434 344 4.28 338 3.5¢
3 Lxeculive Work B.62 191 775 3.06 .01 311
& Persuasive Work 616 415 3863 426 382 3.66
7 Linguistic Wark .14 455 383 434 533 4.37
® Humanitarian Waork .05 404 f1.4 307 417 421
0 Atrtistic Work 4.45 359 4.1 343 128 3.67
10 Vusic 4,00 397 J.64 3351 2.92 3.99
TABLE 4

Showing the coefficients of correlation between the socio-economic status scores and the
scores of vocational preferences of the students of different categories:-

area Urban Rural  [High Average Low
I |Physical Sciences 04 A7 8 25w 57
2 |Biological Sciences 045 A7 133 20% 53
3 |Computational Work |15 2% LOE4 Lo 2TE*
4 |[Dusiness LB 225%  LAlF 09 J LB
5 |Execulive Waork 136 21 =045 )33 104
0 |Persuasive Work 1 A7 L 260 21% E
7 |Linguistic Work A6 135 - 1) A7 J12
% |Humanitarian Work 08 20 U~ D43 137
9 |Artistic Work 124 LB -.26 19® RN
10 |Music 066 24 32 2GR 42

FINDINGS

1. The jobs related to the field of executive work were preferred by most of the students in the total
sample.

2. Urban students have given thei9r preferences for the jobs related to the field of physical sciences
whereas rural students preferred the field of executive work.
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

Science students preferred the jobs related
to physical and biological sciences, Arts
students were interested in the field of
executive work. The commerce students
have given their preferences for the fields of
computational and linguistic work.

Students belonging to higher socio-
economic groups have given their
preferences for the fields of executive work,
computational work and physical sciences.
Students belonging to the average socio-
economic status category have given greater
preferences for the fields of executive work,
physical science and biological sciences.
Students of the lower socio-economic status
category have given greater preference for
the jobs related to the fields of physical and
biological sciences.

All the students have shown least interest in
the areas of artistic work and music.

Urban (Science) students belonging to the
average or low socio-economic status have
preferred the jobs related to the area of
biological and physical science.

Urban (Arts) students belonging to average
or low socio-economic status have given
their preference for the jobs related to the
area of executive work.

Urban (Commerce) students belonging to
average or low socio-economic status have
given their preferences for the jobs related to
the area of computational work.

Rural (Science) students belonging to the
high, average and low categories have given
their preferences for the area of physical
sciences, biological sciences and executive
work.

Rural (Arts) students belonging to the high
and average categories have given their
preferences for the area of executive work
and the students belonging to the lower
status have preferred the jobs related to the
area of physical sciences.

Rural commerce students belonging to the
high, average and low categories have
shown their preferences for the jobs related
to the area of computational work.

The urban students have given high
preferences to business, executive work and
computational work, executive work,
business and artistic work.

CONCLUSIONS
One the basis of the findings discussed in the
foregoing pages the following conclusions are
drawn:

Executive work is preferred by most of
the students. They do not seem to be interested
in artisticand music fields.

The science students have opted the
vocations pertaining to their courses of study.
The students of arts faculty have given highest
preference to executive work, while the
computational work has been preferred most by
commerce students.

Urban students have given preference
for business while the rural students are
interested in services.

The socio-economic status plays a great
role in the selection of vocations. The students
whose parents are rich like to go for business.
The students having high socio-economic status
also like to for the jobs related to the field of
physical sciences.

The students having average socio-
economic status have preferred have the jobs
related to biological sciences, persuasive work
and also to artistic work, to some extent. The
students of low status do not seem to be
influenced by their status so far as it relates to the
business field.
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